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Dear Center friends and supporters,
I send my best wishes to you all for during these darkest days and
most uncertain times, The Center for Youth, with your steadfast and
generous donations of food, supplies, dollars and good will, has been
able to navigate troubled waters on behalf of our youth and families.
And while we are certainly not out of harms way, we do believe that
our efforts and yours have made an impact on the health and safety
of our community.
Despite the challenges and setbacks associated with Covid and the
health crisis, The Center has successfully completed the final steps in
opening a new independent living house on Arnett Blvd. At the same
time so many of our colleagues in the homeless community are shutting their doors and moving away
from services, The Center is courageously moving forward. This would NOT be possible without our
amazing and dedicated staff, our fierce board members and all of you, our donors and friends.
Although we were able to celebrate this summer with a one night special event, we are saddened that we
face a postponement of our much anticipated FWR 2020 in October. With our eyes firmly focused on health
and safety, we know that 2021 will bring back this important community event, so stay tuned and do not
give up hope.
And as the community faced deep despair and closings, The Center
stood ready to take on even more new initiatives such as the transfer
of the Monroe YMCA legacy building, our neighbor on Monroe Avenue.
This site, established nearly 100 years ago, can provide a new energy
and commitment to social justice and racial equity; it can fulfill a
dream started almost 50 years ago - it can help us fulfill our own
vision for the creation of a beloved community, open and accessible
to all.
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The Center for Youth will soon call the Monroe Avenue YMCA home 1

I pray that your health and safe keeping continues and that together we will overcome all barriers and keep
our promises to our young people. We know that 2020 has not been an easy year and yet we are grateful for
the lessons it taught us and the way we stood together during these hard times.

Elaine Spaull - Executive Director

For more information on how to become more involved, visit us online!
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